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Platoon No, 1 of the Border Guard

1. Platoon No, 1 of an undesignated regMen@- of the Border Guard patrols a sector of
the frontier extending L kms. on either side of the village of Lunga.

Daytime Operations

The area is patroled by troops and provided with observation towers, In the
ssctor covered by Platoon No. 1 there are 6 such towers, all of which have
telephonic communication with the troops. Three of the towers are equipped
with telephonic inter-communication facilities.
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3o Bach tower is guarded by three men whose armament consists of 1 avtomatic pistel,
1 automatic gun, 1 Snajerkom (sic)? gun, and 3 binoculars. The first shift
goes on duty at OWOO hours and is relieved at 1200 hours by the second shift,
which stays on duty until nightfall, Observers in the towers are normally
privates. On special holidays officers and non-commissioned officers take over
the tower duty. The tower observers keep & "log" in which they make notes of
anything seen on Yugoslav territory.

tde Reports from the tower concerning observations are made by telephone to the
plateon command. Those towers without inter-tower telephones communicate by
signal with other towers., One signal is the 1lifting of both hands (sic) which
is interpreted as fattention; the motioning of hands (sic) to the left and
ight alerts the sentry in the other tower to prepare to receive a message.

5. If a person is detected attempting to escape into Yugoslavia, a shot is fired;
if a person is detected attempting to enter Rumania, no signal is given until
he is caught.

6o Duaring daytime the platoon sends out three patrols of three soldiers each, to
check designated areas. One patrol covers the so-called Mgoft zone" along the
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Rumanian side of the frontier. The "soft zone" is a portion of terrain which
was plowed and leveled. This patrol is usually carried oub at £:00 ‘oteloek,d
Another patrol makes the rounds of the observation towers, The third patrol
cherks on the peasants who work on the frontier,

Usually about 30 soldiers are used to patrol the frontier sector under the
Jurisdietion of Platoon No. l. The daytime guard is inspected almost daily by
an of ficers :

Night Operations

Tading the full moon or when visibility conditions warrant, the guard is
orpanized into watch posts. Platoon No, 1 organizes 34 watch posts of

3 soldiers each. The soldiers on duty start their watch at 2000 hours and
dah at OhOO hours. They operate in two shifts. Shift No., 1 has 17 watch
posts on duty from 2000 to 2400 hours., Shift No. 2 hag 17 watch posts on
duty from 2&00 to OLOC or 0500 hours. The location of the posts varies from

duy to daye

The wateh posts are usually placed in ditches, at crossroads or other strategic
places. They ave at distances of from 50 to 700 meters from the frontier.

w @ve separated from each other by 100, 200, 300, or 500 maters, depending
the locabtions of the strategic points. The entire territory is covered by
the posta.

The soldiers manning the posts are ordered to capture alive amyone attempting
to eross the frontier in either direction., Only when such capture appears
Swposeible are they permitted to shoot the person.

O derk wights mobile posts are added to the regular posts. Each platoon has
thrae trained dogs which accompany the soldiers on duty. From time to time
there is an’officer’s inmspection.

Obgtasles Plaged on the Fronbier

Im the sector guarded by Platoon No, 1 there is a barbed wire fence along the
franbier, It is located at 3 to L meters from the frontier stakes. A mine
I481d, covering the entire length of the sector, starts 8 to 9 meters inside
the barbed wire fence., This mine field 1s 8 to 9 meters wide. The mines,
which are of the antie~infantry type, were installed in December 1951 by a unit
of engineers which came from the interior of the country., They have been sown
in bwo rows, the mines in each row being located 1 meter apart. The mines in
“GE*@ swscond line are placed in spots left uncovered by the mines of the front
iim=, ALL mines are connected with each other by wire and they explode when
hepped uwpon or fired at. Eight to nine meters from the mine field is an area
of frze terrain. After that comes the "soft zone®, also 8 to 9 meters in
width, Tn the sector patroled by Flatoon No. 1 there is only one "soft zone®
which 1 plowed and leveled every 15 days. There are no permanent fortifica=
2 in this sector, only scattered trgnches and fox holes. There are
emr,‘;es around each o'bse:r'vation tower.”

i d7

Fiavoun Nos 3 of the 2 Battalion in the Iy Border Guard Reg:'i.men‘&;6

Platoon No. 3 guards a sector extending k kilometers along the frontier in the
Barsava Canal area.

Dgytime Operations

The ares is patroled by troops and provided with L observation towers, Each
bower is mamned by 3 soldiers whose equipment consists of the followings
L embomatic pilstel, 2 rifles, grenades, and binocularse
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The day guard operates in 3 shifts., The first shift is on duty from 04OO

to 1000 hoursj the second shift is on duty from 1000 to 1500 hoursg the third
shift is on duly from 1500 hours until dark, From time to time patrols are
sent to check on the peasants who work on their land near the frontier. There
are 2 patrols & day which check on the %soft zone! 5 1 at 0300 which returns
after 2 hours, and 1 which starts the rounds at 1600 and returns at nightfall,

Night Operstions

In Platoon No, 3 the night shifts guard their area by means of watech posts

and mobile posts. The ghifts are as followss No. 1 goes on duty at nightfall
and remaing until 0100, No. 2 is on duty from 0100 until dawn. PRach shift
mamns 2 watch posts (stabionary) and 8 mobile posts. All posts are manned

by 3 soldiers. There is one watch post by the Barzova Canal.

The equipment of each post consists of 1 automatic pistol, 2 rifles, 2 grenades,

The patrols which are sent to check on the posts during the night have trained
dogs with them.,

Obstacles Piaced on the Frontier

Im the sector of Platoon No, 3 there is a barbed wire fence., Forty to fifty
meters from the barbed wire fence, there is a "soft zone" which is ki to §

mebers wide. The entire sector is mined. The mined field runs parallel to the

barbed wire fencs ab a distance of 2 meters from the fence. The approximate

width of the mined fieid is 3 meters, There are no other fixed fortifications,

From place to place there are trenches s prepared for use in case of an alarm.

| |@@men'3tig Cne of the 3 regiments of the Timisoara Border Brigade.
Bach of these regiments is composed of 3 battalions. For an unevaluated

breakdown of the Rumsnian Border Guard as it was organized in early 1952

[ | Comment s I [the spelling was not clear in the
eriginais this version may be in errors :

| |Comemm Apparently each group of 17 of the tobal number of
2l posts s manmed for only half the nights .

Comments The information contained in this report concerning
racles on the frontier is generally con"o’boratedl This earlier
report, covering the April-October 1951 period, indicates That there is

usnelly more than one row of barbed wire fence, and that the mine fields are
generally 1i0-1% meters wide.

| | Commant g
e I Border Gaaid NSgTIENT 15 Wnder The comuand of The TLiisoars Border

~ Guard Brigade.

! |G@mny;eﬂ‘tg PFor unevalﬁa‘bed recend :l information on the
umenian Border Guard between Campia and Bg;ziasl |

SECRET/CONTROL - U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY
E

Approved For Release 2006/04/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R015000260001-0

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1
25X1



